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The Foundry, Machine, and
Engineering Depariments of
Tuskegee in the Hands of
a Praciical Afro-American—A
Review of the Work of Mr. H
E. Thomas, a Product of the
Great lroa Works of the Mid.-
dle West
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The people who resd in newspapers
and magszines of Tuskegee and ot its

matchless  [eader, Prof- Bocker T.

Washing

workings of that great school.

DooER have

tor, know but little of the
Many
been published concerning

this nsidiution and nearly a dozen

books an

iished on

Washing!
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n to the publ:e

d pamphlets have been pub-
the life and works of Mr.
oun, bat, there 18 stijl a side to
ution apd to the man that is
A history of
of the many departments of
! would be interesting. [he
roptses to dwell on the Foun-
e and Engineering Depart
luskegee and of the young

1

lented Af1o American who has

this work, Mr. Washing
suce ss is due not so much
nor to his great power

l= to him but to the fact
development of Taskegee,
ire 1 the coun‘ry looking for

L talent—men and women—t

arge of the various branches

partments ot the work, W hat

he Engineering department
€ is true of each department

¢! of this sketch is Mr. H

mas who 18 in charge of this

* 1as been thoroughly trained
ved a'ong mechanical lines
been employed by more im-
wwhine building compa ies
‘lbern states, than perha;s
olored man in the esuntrr,

s formerly with the Whitely

58, of Bpringfield, Ohio, as
‘L, eXperimentiog with the
altachments for self b'nd

{ that companies exhibit ot
necnapism for the World’s
For three years he was
"the Chase Mschine Co. a8
on instruments, spec’al
| universal grinder woik;
1 1his company he made a
Lperiments on the machinery
brass balls, for joints on

‘ machinery, and has com
data on this subject. He
ling mschinist 'n the con
the two huge erinding
irmour Packing Works of
nich have the capacity of
tons cf beef skulls per

e summer of 1899, Mr.
engtved a8 & macehinist
tard Miles Works of
luring the construction of
0 lathes for turning guns
vs. Saveral years ago he
' & disc 1##ion 1n & mechani
‘0 the subjeet
ULLING OF TOOL STEEL "’
written articies for several
i journals, on tecbhnical sub’
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MR. HL E, THOMAS.

SUPERINTENDENT ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, TUSEEGEE, A LABAMA.

jacis, which were well received by me:
chapies throughout the ccuntry. Onge
of the articles was for the American
Machinist describing an original ides
for flyating engine and boiler room, iu
a gorgeous procession of floats at Tus-
kegee in honor of the visit of President
Mc¢Kinley to that place.

Mr. Thomas is an antherity on metals
and the treatment of mwetals for modern
machine coostruction; he bas also for
years made a thorouga study of the
matbhematical and theorectical princi

pies used in msachioe and engineering
works. Heinstiiuted the machine and
engineering works at Tu-Eegee Iasu
tute. and has been tbe head iopstructor
of that depar men« for six years. The
course of study in the mschine and en
gineermg works at Tuskegee ba- teen
formulated by Mr. Thomas to me+et
modern requirements; and the present
high stanoard of metal work at this
school is due to his efforts.

His progressive system of instruction
with the students in the engineering

! departmenis has enabled him to mansge

the steam plant containing eighbt steam
boyilers and seven steamm engines, with
student engineers, with both day and
night du:y; also all the repairs aud ad-
justment of mechaniem at the extensive
+hops and laboratories ot Tuskegee is
dove by student macbinists. Thus,
indeed 18 an exacting system rarely
accompliebed in school work.

C. W. RzYXOLDS,
Supt. Colored Schoole, Richmond,
Kentucky.




